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Treafed Gram

.CanBe Fed
By Poulirymen

DAVIS,. Yolo Co.— Petrolemn

base sprays; widely used in Cali-

~ fornia to dry the foliage and seed
- of mile and other sorghum grains
as an aid to harvesting, appar-
ently Lave no detrimental effect

*onthegramsaspoultryfeeds.

- - Research - scientists - of © the -
- poultry husbandry and food tech-.

nology depariments of. the Uni-
versity of QCCalifornia at Davis
have reached that conclusion aft-
.er tests on both growth rates

and meat  flavor of  chickens
which have .been fed herbicide

treated feeds.
Not Enough Renmns

F. Howard Kratzer, associate
professor of pouliry husbandry
In the college of agriculture,
estimated it would be necessary
for 2 per. cent of the spray used
to remain on the grain before
the grain would be detrimental.
That figure is "based upon air-

plane spraying- of a milo fieid

at 160 pounds of compcund per
acre with a yleld of 1,600 pounds

“If the treated glram composead
50 per cent of ultry ra-
tion,” he added, “the"e would be
0.1 per cent. of the herbieide in
the ration, Loss of the herbicide
from the grain on storage and
during use would lower the level
stili further.” :

Below the 0.1 per cent level,

| Kratzer reporied, petroleum base
nebicide in the feed had no de- -
- pressing -effect on growth of .

chicks.
"~ Flavor Not Aﬂected

Flavor tests on frvers, dlrected {

by Elly Hinreiner of the depart-
ment of. food technology at Da-
" vis, showed no objectionable fla-

vor in the meat of the birds
~ which had been fed herbicides at

up to 0.2 per cent for 22 days.
- The tests were made by a. tastmg

panel of five persons, selected -
for abilitay to detect presence of

the compound when it was added
te chicken meat " in. as low
amounts as 5 parts per million.

Value of the- foliage killing
spray, Kratzer explained, is that
it permits combining milo_ fields -
- considerably earlier than ‘other-

wise would be possible. Since
milo s0 harvested may retam an
odor of the herbicide, -the exper:-
ments were undertaken to learm
the eifect, ii any, on cluckens
fed the treated grain.
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